THE VILLAGE
CONSERVATORY

FOR MUSIC THEATRE

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS - INHIBITION EXHIBITION 2026

We are currently seeking submissions for a new work from a Manitoban artist, to be
presented through a live reading as part of the 2026 Inhibition Exhibition Festival of
New Works at the Gargoyle Theatre (March 4-8, 2026). We also welcome submissions
from collectives or teams of artists in addition to solo creators.

About the Project

The Village Conservatory will present a reading of this piece on the closing weekend
of the festival. The chosen artist(s) will work with staff members at the Village
Conservatory to develop the reading with the dramaturgical support of the Manitoba
Association of Playwrights. The Artist(s) will also work with the Festival Producer to
identify technical and personnel needs. Applicants are welcome and encouraged to
self-produce this reading with the administrative support of the Festival Producer.

Key Dates/Guidelines

e Submission Deadline: November 30, 2025

e Notification of Results: December 14, 2025

e Inhibition Exhibition: March 4-8, 2025. The play will receive a four-hour
workshop before the staged reading, to be presented the afternoon of March 8
at The Gargoyle Theatre.

Compensation

The successful applicant/creative team will receive a fee of $500 with an additional
$1500 in support for performers (maximum of 4) and artistic personnel. A letter of
agreement will be signed between the ViC and the creative team confirming
payment details, pending an approved budget.

How to Submit
Applicants must submit:

e a project proposal, no longer than two pages, describing the work including a
plot synopsis, projected running time, character breakdown, and chosen
medium.

e Support material — writing sample, demo tracks, etc. This may include up to 10
pages of written work OR up to 10 total minutes of audio/video for dance,
music, or non-written project proposals.

While the festival explores the intersection of music and theatre, submissions need
not fall under this heading. Submissions must be a work currently in progress that
has not yet received a professional production or presentation (projects that have



been previously produced for the Winnipeg Fringe Festival or similar scale are
permitted.)

Submissions must be received through our online portal by no later than 11:59 PM on
Sunday, November 30. Any questions about this project can be directed to Daphne
Finlayson, Festival Producer at villageconservatorymt+admin@gmail.com

Applicants from IBPOC, 2SLGBTQIA+, disabled, and other underrepresented
communities are encouraged to self-identify in their proposal.

ABOUT THE VIC

Our Mission: The ViC provides responsive and dynamic post-secondary training in
Manitoba for performing artists at any stage of their career, empowering them to
become catalysts for a sustainable and thriving arts culture.

Our Vision: The ViC is a transformative platform where artists converge to elevate
their craft and unlock their full creative potential. By fostering a culture of
collaboration and fearless exploration, the ViC is a catalyst for innovation, inspiring
the next generation of artists to embrace risk and vulnerability and to drive the future
of theatre.

ABOUT MAP

Since 1979, the Manitoba Association of Playwrights has been the only organization
in the province devoted exclusively to the development of plays and playwrights.
MAP has played a crucial and invaluable role in nurturing and supporting the vibrant
theatre scene we enjoy today. As a service organization, MAP has helped develop
countless plays that have graced our provincial, national and international stages for
over 40 years, as well as supporting many of the locally developed Winnipeg Fringe
plays, working with community theatres and university programs, and producing the
Scirocco Manitoba High School Playwriting Program, now in its 24th year.

MAP has been the home of Manitoba's playwrights and storytellers for over four
decades, supporting the development of their plays ... where theatre begins.
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